Linnet

labors, as he himself fully acknowledged. To
him we own the binary nomenclature of or-
ganisms and an artificial classification of
plants.

Linnet (Linota cannabina), a small finch
belonging to the genus Linaria, occurring in
the northern regions of both hemispheres.
It is about 5 or 6 inches long, with a fork-
ed tail; the body plumage is generally brown
streaked with white and dark brown, while
the wings and tail quills are black with
white markings. In the mating season the
breast and crown of the male become a
bright crimson. Linnets nest in trees and
bushes, feeding chiefly on oily seeds. The
birds are exceedingly sweet singers.

Linoleum, a floor covering, prepared by
coating strong canvas with five or more
coats of thick linseed-oil paint, and print-
ing the surface with colored designs. Lino-
leum consists essentially of a mixture of
cork dust and mineral coloring matters,
ground with oxidized linseed oil to a stiff
homogeneous paste, and put on a canvas
backing.

Linotype. See Typesetting Machines.

Linseed is the seed of the common flax,
Linum usitatissimum. The seeds are brown,
have an oval shape with sharp edges, and
are chiefly valuable for the oil contained in
the whitish interior.

Linseed Oil is obtained by crushing and
pressing the seeds of the flax ('cold-drawn
oil'), a further quantity of an inferior quality
being obtained under the action of heat. Lin-
seed oil is largely used both in its raw and
boiled state, as a vehicle in which to suspend
pigments to make oil paints, and as a com-
ponent of varnishes.

Linum, a genus of mostly hardy plants, or-
der Linaceae, with five-merous flowers, blue,
yellow, white or flesh-colored. L. usitatissi-
nium, the common flax of commerce, is a
hardy annual plant, bearing panicles of blue,
flowers in July. It yields the flax-fiber of
commerce, and the flax-seed of medicines. The
Rocky Mountain flax is L. Lewisii, blue,
with linear leaves.

Lin Yutang (1895- ), Chinese author
and philosopher, who for years has lectured
and written in the U. S. Among his books are
My Country and My People (1936); The Im-
portance of Living (1937); Between Tears
and Laughter (1943).

Lion (Felis Leo), the most imposing of
the carnivora, Much of the impression of
size and strength which the animal gives is
due to the flowine mane, present in some,
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though not all adult males, 'and character-
istic of the species. Another characteristic is
the tuft of long hair at the extremity of the
tail, in the middle of which is a curious horny
appendage, called the 'thorn/ The color is
uniform and tawny, but the young exhibit
traces of the stripes so characteristic of most
of the cat tribe. As in the other large cats
of the Old World, the pupil of the eye is
round. An adult male reaches a length of
about ten feet (to the end of the tail), while
the females are a foot shorter. The mane of
the male docs not appear till the animal is
about three years old. The lion now occurs
throughout the continent of Africa, though
it has been exterminated in the more civilized
regions; in Asia it extends from Mesopotamia
and S. Persia to India, but in India only a
few remain in the wild hills near Kurrachee.
In habit the animals arc mainly nocturnal,
usually sleeping during the day in reeds or
among bushes. They arc sometimes found
solitary, sometimes in pairs, or small troops.
Mating seems to be for life, and rarely more
than two cubs arc produced at birth. They
breed readily in captivity.
Lion of St. Mark. See Venice.
Lions, Gulf of, an arm of the Mediter-
ranean, extending from Cape Creus on the
coast of Spain to Hyeres Is. on the coast of
France. The rivers Rhone, Orb, Aude, and'
Tet empty into it, and the towns of Mar-
seilles, Cette, and Port Vendres are on its
shores. Its name is derived from the raging
and roaring of its waves.
Lipari (or TEolian) Islands, volcanic
group in Mediterranean, off n. coast of Sicily
and n.w. of Messina, consists of seven large
and numerous small islands. The most im-
portant is Lipari. Stromboli (3,090 ft.) is
constantly active; Vulcano (1,017) is inter-
mittent.
Lippe (sometimes called Lippe-Det-
mold), principality of Germany, n.e. of West-
phalia, between the Teutoburger Forest and
the Weser R. Area, 469 sq. m.; p. 163,648,
The country is well wooded and hilly. Over
50 per cent, of the area is cultivated, mostly
in small holdings. Starch, salt, tobacco,
bricks, and beer are manufactured. Cap.
Detmold.
Lippi, Fra Filippino (1460-1504),painter,
son of the following. With some character-
istic differences, Filippino's work is in no
sense behind that of his father. Among his
greatest works are frescoes in the Brancacci
chapel at Florence; an altar-piece in Santo
Spirito> and another now in the Uf&zi Gal-